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Abstract:

Predatory offenders act in a rational manner seeking opportunities to commit their crimes. Criminology
theories suggest that they select targets in their awareness space. This space is formed through routine
activities, movement patterns and situational factors. There is no empirical method to test the validity
of these theories. Agent based modeling provides the means to test the assumptions behind these
theories and conduct experiments to understand the selection of specific targets. In this talk I will present
the results of testing the validity of Distance Decay Model which is the basis of target selection.
Implications for using ABM to test these criminology theories about target selection will be discussed.
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